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x0Osmarea burkwoodii

Osmanthus xburkwoodii is an evergreen shrub that grows 2 to 3 m tall. The young twigs are (light) green, the older bark is smooth and dark

grey. The leaves, which are always opposite, are oval to oblong-oval and up to 5 cm long. They are dark green and slightly glossy. Small white

flowers open in April and May. These stand in dense clusters and somewhat resemble the flowers of the Lilac (to which Osmanthus is related).

The flowers have a strong and pleasant fragrance and are well-frequented by bees. Only sporadically, small blue-black drupes are formed after

flowering. Osmanthus xburkwoodii originated around 1925 from a cross between Osmanthus decorus and O. delavayi. Because O. decorus was

at the time considered to belong to another genus, Phillyrea, O. xburkwoodii was formerly called Osmarea xburkwoodii (a contraction of

Osmanthus and Phillyrea).
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